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EDITORIAL

It is my uemost pleasure and proud privilege to be associated with
the Editorial Board as the editor of this ISBN book published on
the occasion of the UGC sponsored National Seminar on Cultural
Diversity and Social In tegrity of North-East India : Its Past, Present
and Future on 9% & 10% September,2015 organised by Karmashree
Hiteswar Saikia College. This is an edited collection of selected papers
presented in the seminar.

The topic of the seminar is very much relevant to the present
day scenario. The North-East of the Indian sub-continent boasts of
bewildering ethnic multiplicity, bestowing on itself an equally
mystifying cultural diversity . The diversity of cultures of North-
East is very much significant for the national life of Indifl . So'me
two hundred languages are spoken in the region and it itself is a
testimony to the unique ethnic and cultural diversity. The Nor‘th—
East states of India share 98% of land with four neighbouring
countries and atrached only 2% of fand with the main larlld of the
country of her 4,600 km long boundary. There are questions that
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often arise since long back in the inquisitive minds of people living
outside the region such as what is North-East and Where is North-
East? . Even for many people, North-East is not more than the land
of mountains, rivers, rains, floods, tea, jungle and terrorists. So,
eminent parliamentarian Hem Baruah once wrote, "North-East to
most people is mentally a distant horizon like Bolivia or Peru, less
known and more fancied”.

Keeping this in view we want to break away from that
prejudice and project North-East's rich culture 1o pave way for
creating awareness and find ways and means for th'c new knowlcdge,
new ideas, perspectives whereby people can discover the acrual
dimensions. The prime putpose of ours seems to be well set o jes
way, as we have overwhelming response from as many as 200 paper
presenters from different parts of the country. This is a positive sign

and it testifies to the participants’ desire for exchange of ideas on an
effective common platform, for academic discourse and research
deliberation. The editorial board has painstakingly made selection
of papers for the publication . Our sincere than
contributors, the members of the editorial b
fraternity who have coneribyced i one way or
thankful to Dr. Hemoprova Saikia and Dr.
giving all support and guidance, We are thankful to Bhabani Offset
for taking initiative to publish this work in time .
We apologise fOf.al'ly inconvenience caused and unnoticed
errors. We hope the publication wi| be accepted widely by all .

ks go to all the paper
oard and the college
the other. We are also
Amburam Gogoi for

Dr. Sikhamon; Konwar

Princi pal

Karmashree Hiteswar Saikia College
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Socio-cultural Identity and Phato Bihu of
Dhakuakhana

Nipon Panging

arate us from each other,

“Cultural differences should not sep
llectivestrength that can

but rather culturaldiversicy brings a €@ : )
benefit all of humanity.” Robert Alan, American writes, artist and

soctal activise,

Festivals offer possibilitics
articulating local identities an
OPportunities for local agents to a¢
arenas'. India has cultural diversity of its own and many of its
festivals are agriculture related and hence based on nature. The seasons
of nature and agricultural works bring the festivity to the people,
In Assam, Bihu is one such agricultural based festival and so it is
celebrated by all che eribes and communities of the region. There
are three Bihuscelebrated at different times of the year - theBohag
ot RongaliBihu celebrated in spring, the Kati or
KongaliBihu celebrated in autumn, and the Magh or
B_hogaliBihu celebrated after the harvesting of crops i.e. in
winter. BohagBihu is the most important among the threeBihus.

for crystallizing, galvanizing and
d have historically represented
¢ and influence their localized

;



270 Diversity and Integrity of Norch-East India

People celebrate this Bihu with songs, dances and special cuisines .
Apart from the distinctive observances of the festivals, some specific
celebrations are also marked in integration by the composite culture
in many parts of the state. The PhatoBihuof Dhakuakhana issuch
an example of unique regional festival with adistinct cultur
heritage . People from all castes, creeds, religion and tribes joine
the PhatoBihuat the open field of Mohghulisapori near th.C
charikariya river and sings and dances under the trees t© thelt
respective tune simultaneously in the rejoicing and makeira SYmbOI
of socio-cultural harmony.

Festivals are the ourward manifestation of the identity of the
community and provide a distinctive identifier of place and PeoP ¢
2. While festivals have a social dimension, they are also noted fof
their ability to become a vehicle for (re)escablishing 2 sense ©
cultural identity, as well as reviving and maintaining cradition?
f:ultures-", To understand the reason that originally bege®s 2 festival 1€
is always essential to look into its historical seting. Located on
northern bank of river Brahmaputra, Dhakuakhana is surrounde .
four main tributarjes- Subansiri, Sampora, Korha and Charikor{ya’
and is inhabited by a variety of castes and tribes-Ahom, Chuﬂ)ﬁ:
MiSng, SonowalKachari, Kalita, Deoriand Koibarta. At Pf"’scm’ l
is tl.le sub-divisional headquarters of the Lakhimpur district- 1e
ancient name of Dhakuakhana was Habung, which means 3 fcr;l or
la‘m}q's"kapha,the founder of Ahom kingdom , in the c;ri)
pero d setled at Habung buc later abandoned it due 10 orhc

.Hfstont‘-ally Habung was ruled by the Kacharis and later by 4
the 1;3;91;an Kayasfl:lﬂsﬁ- Again we find mention about
where hcll\::glirdmg Ahom king Sudangpha allas. Bamfu 0
During AL l:Ought up by one Brahmin family © . for

& Ahom king RajeswarSingha, a canal was confier " cen
casy _tfanlsportation and collection of levy and duty ber?
Charikoriya ang Korha rivers using the leaves of Betelnt i
(Dhakua) and from thae time Habungis known as Dhakuakh used
During the Ahom rule the internal and external traders maiﬂl)'

- i~ R— R - e
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water transport and had to pay tax for the rade & commerce. The
traders paid their dues to the officers of Ahom kings at the river banks
and the bank of Charikariya river of Dhakuakhana was used for this
PLfTPOSC— The river bank where the officers of Ahom king assembled
with the traders and collected taxes was called Phat® They
generally assembled at the Phat of Dhakuakhana in the month of
Bohag, the festive season and invited the local people to celebrate the
BohagBihuat thePhat and from the 16® century onwards Phat or
PbatorBihu or PhatoBihu has becn celebrated by the people of
this region and later continued without cthe Royal patronage and 1t
became their identity of regional culrure.

Thc different tribes and communities like Ahoms, Misings,
Deoris, Chutias, Koivartas, Kacharis, Kalitas, Koches join and
felebrate the PhatoBihu spontaneously with zeal and zest in the
;st dan of Bohag (May) for three days but earlier it was a week.

ha.roBlhu represents che social harmony as well as the culrural
he.nfage of the region. .The Bihu performers try to bear the
originality of the PhatoBihu of the past through the costumes,
:%ngS, dances and musical instruments . They express agricultural
e Pmduc‘ivif)& love and romance, history, cultural life, social life
;ht:]:lr ;0”0“’: wants, exploitations, disasters, struggle, harmon‘y
. ugh the bihy songs. Sometimes the misings and the deoris
8the songs in their own tribal languages besides Assamese.
;eﬂecfi:atoB”_‘u as a regional festival, has played a significant role in
Dhakuaﬁhsocml hal'.mony andthe life and struggle of t.he p:eople of
People frg 31:11. Earlier, there were no organizers of this festival and
- When t;n L castes, creeds, religion and tribes joined sponta.ncously
they were Eb)f hea.rd t.hc sounds of dhol,pepa no matter in what
Other the usy with, it could be agricultural work or ﬁshmg ?I
the bihy, YTT:.Shed to the Pharin their immediate dress to join
PhatoBih;_lh is proves the fact cthat from the ancient Umes,
5 the as always been a symbol of socio-cultural harmony and
Fecr: nature of peoples culture'. '
estivals provide a means of sharing and enhancing 2

1t bea
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communitys social and cultural values and tod‘ay P}llar:i:'l:
becomes peoples culture for irs identity-enhancing role e
minimum influence of commercialization.In the present [mcllca, o
festival might have lost some of its inherent importance ;n asg;lns
adds some new ideas o suit the present context an.d ['c re o
for which may be varied. Be it the influence of globalisation :;i "
changing life style, political power or the annual wrecks c:ilu o
floods which has brought drastic changes to irts topograi Y;,Bihu
essentially the tradition remains unchanged and till today ,P aart 076,
continues as a symbol of culrural heritage. Fron'f cthe IYZ g
Organizing committee was set up and a souvenir ;al ;hatoBihu
was published in the same year. Everyone can join the ot
and become a member of PhatoBihy organizing.comrzl:}‘; Fave
the local people it becomes their unique identity :lnformcyofthc
preserved the essence of thig festival although the re e have
carlier PhatoBihu has undergone changes . Its natur; " trtc > with
been preserved by the people of Dhakuakhana and celebra

 Tue
TN » and uniq
utmost zeal and zest every year exhibiting an integrated
cultural identity,
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