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Gender as a contingent category 
M

u
rch

an
a D

as 

In the year 1949, Sim
one de B

eauvoir, in her hugely 

popular book T
h

e S
econd S

ex' h
ad

 stated one o
f th

e m
ost 

quoted 
lines 

"O
ne 

is 
not 

born, b
u

t rath
er, b

eco
m

esa 
w

om
an". T

his idea w
a
s
 later extended in great detail by 

Judith 
B

utler, 
one

o
f the

m
an

y
n

am
es 

in
 th

e
fem

inist 

circle. Talking B
eauvoir's ideas further, she proposes that 

gender is an abstract concept w
hich is im

p
o

sed
upon us 

by 
cultural and social phenom

enon. W
e 

a
re

 n
o

t born into 
a gender, 

rather 
w

e
 
a
re

 shaped into becom
ing 

o
n

e
. F

or 
B

utler. gender 
is 

a performance.
W

e perform
 the 

roles 
g

iv
e
n

 
to

 
us, turning 

o
u

r body into 
a vessel for carry1ng 

O
ut 

the performance. 
To understand this com

cept 
m

ore 
ciearly, 

I w
ill 

be studying 
tw

o
 different m

edia: 
text 

an
d

 
1iim

. 
In 

the 
textual m

edium
, 

I w
ill 

take 
a 

look 
into 

irginia W
oolf's fam

ous queer-theorising 
A

 Biography. For the visual m
edium

, I w
ill be looking 

a 
o

m
 Hooper's Academy Award nom

inated 
m

o
v

ie T
he 

Danish Girl 

Man-Woman-Other: 
T

he disruption 
of gender 

binaries in O
rlando 

n
o

v
el O

rlan
d

o
: 

Orlando (1928) 
w

as 
a commemoration o 

tumultuous 
allair 

between 
W

oolf and 
her 

lover, 

the 
nm

em
oration o

f V
ita 



{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }

